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UM officers pay thelr lnst respects to Col. Walbhav Anil Kale at the Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv on May 1T, 2024, Indinn MMTA

LAID TO REST AT HOME

Indian UN peacekeeper

Killed by Israeli forces in

(aza repatriated for burial

Col. Waibhav Anil hale was hit by Israeli fire while in UN-marked vehicle

Sanfay Ksmar FRav Dedy

Indian veterans joined

In condemning Israel’s
killing of a former army
officer and UN staflfer Col.
Waibhav Anil kale, whose
body was returned to India

For burial on Friday.

Rale waz on duty with the UN
Disparimend of Salety and Secunty
when he was fargeted m has
Ub-marked wehicle in southemn
{zaza on AMonday.

A former peacekeeper, e was
hit by whiat the TN sl it had po
chourbt wits Esracdi tank fire,

The Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv
shared a photo on Friday motning
showing UN officials paving their

last respects to Kole, before his
remains were flown to Delhi

Whike the Indian Minksiry of
External Aflarrs e a statemend
saving it was “deeply saddened by
the death” civil society has urged
the povernment to hold Israel
accimitabde. Former servioemen
also joined the call

“Israel must be held scoount-
able. Rilling a sederan  officer
engiged in the UN is a serious
issue) saicl Indian Army Mag, Gen
srebl.) Yashpal Mor.

A former UN siaffer himself,
hor okl Arah News that Kale hasd
a “hiallant career™ and was known
in the army circles,

"When yvou work with the TN,
Vo are i an infermational environ-
ment, bt vou have the ethos and

cthics of the Indian army. It was
very sxd and very shocking He
actually died o the Hne of duiy”
= skl

“Israclis have been doing this
since the beginning, They are not
warried about anyvone. They are
going berserh” Isrwel's deadly sege
and bombardment of Gaza has
since October Kilbed over 35300
people, wounded 0000, amnd lef
most of the enclaves population
starving and with no access 1o
food, water, and medical supplies.

“lsraclis will lose sympathy by
dedng this indiscriminate fring.”

Col. Andl Bhat {retcl), former

spoesperson of the Minstry ol

Diefense, saicdd *In the Indian army,
we are so attentive to civilian
casualtes that we lose more men

b not doing indiscriminate Aring

. Indiscriminate  Eilling is ol
gonl, Israelis will lose sympathy”

The UN estimates thal more
than 90 of its stall membsers have
also been killed in the ongoing
caakanght. Kale was the first inter-
metional UN emploves to be killed

New Delhi haed always  been
sensitive o assauli= on UN
persannel glven that it isone of the
fargest contnbulors ol the organt-
rAabion’s peacekeepers.

But the povernment’s statement
did not contain condemnation of
Rale’s killing, unlike in July 3022,
whent two DIndian  peacesespers
were Killed m oan attack on a UN
Crganization Stabilization Mission
base in the Democratic Repablic of
the Congo




